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State Rep. Richard Raymaond, D-Laseda, fifth from keft, marches zlong with local pubil: officials and educators, in the Barch for Educatson an Saturdzy mom-
ing. The group walked from the Lareda Civic Center to a Martin Hsgh Schood parking lot prior ta the start of the program at the rally,

Rally promotes local education

By TRICIA CORTEZ
LWREDD NWORRIRG TIIES

Mearly 150 teachers, parents and
community members spent part of @
breery Saturday mornbng at the Mareh
for Education and rally organized by
state Fep. Richard Rayrwomd, D-Laredo.

The marchers’ goal is o send a mes
sage o Austin lawmakers that Lavedo
sehislds wot be left behind as they grapple
with the propesed achool finance hill,
Hause Bill 2, that would increase educa
Hon spending by neaddy $5 hillion over
theer mest b years amdd cut property taxes

by runghly 27 peereent,

Lhisber an overcast sky, mardhers made
their way from the: Lareda Civic Center br
nearhy  Martin High  School  wheere
District Attorney Joe Ruohio served as
miaster of corermnles at the eally.

Few details were presented about the
content of the hill; speakess talked in
general about how bad &t would be for
Laredo publie schools The Kepublican-
lestd hall, which narrowly passed the Texos
Howge in early March, will come before
the: full 51-memhber Senate thi= week,

To pay for proposcd changes, the
Senate wants to coact a partial statewide

srhaol property ax, reform the buziness
tax and lncrease taxes on clgapettes,
aleohal and other items,

The Semate plan also calls for patsing
tepcher pay by abowt 55000, giving
teachers more money baded on TAKS
test seores: demamding closer oversipght
af clsarter sclweols and wrmdng over low-
performing schoaols to privete managers

Standbg with Faymiend on malkeshift
hleachers in the Martin High parking It
were Laredo [T Interion Superintemsdent
Sylvia Bruni, United 1510 Superintendent
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